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REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


Argument Offered on Existence of Distinct 
Kurdish Nation 


934E0589A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
24 Aug 93 p 19 


[Article by Kurdish University Professor Nuri Talabani: 
“For Sake of Frank Arab-Kurdish Dialogue That Leads To 
Democratic Solution’’} 


[Text] For quite a time, the Kurdish issue has been causing 
numerous questions among concerned Arab intellectuals 
and politicians, regardless of their intellectual and political 
tendencies. Even though the thinking of many of these 
intellectuals and politicians on this issue has developed 
greatly, especially in recent years. ambiguity continues to 
engulf the thinking of numerous oti.ers because they are 
not familiar with ancient and modern Kurdish history. 
This is regrettable and surprising. When these intellectuals 
and politicians touch on Iraq’s Kurdish issue, we find that 
they speak of the political entity created by British impe- 
rialism upon its occupation of Iraq as if it were an 
inviolable “sacred” entity. At times, they even talk about 
how it was created, which leads them, of course, to propose 
truncated solutions that are not compatible with the his- 
torical facts. This is why we find it necessary to hold a 
frank Arab-Kurdish dialogue to develop for this issue a 
solution compatible with the spirit of the age and not 
incompatible with the historical facts and with the condi- 
tions of coexistence between the Arab and Kurdish peoples 
in a single political entity, but in a climate that permits this 
entity to survive, live, and last. 


Kurdistan, both north and south together, was one of the 
countries that formed the Ottoman Empire. U.S. President 
Wilson listed Kurdistan by name, along with all the Arab 
countries and Armenia, in the plan he presented to the 
1919 Paris Peace Conference, which met to create the 
League of Nations, as a country to be placed under 
international custodianship. Kurdish leaders, like Arab 
and Armenian leaders at the time, tried to make their 
peoples’ voices heard in that conference, which met to deal 
with the problems emanating from World War I. Some 
participants in that conference raised bright slogans, such 
as peoples’ right to self determination. General Sharif 
Pasha, who had held the position of Ottoman ambassador 
to Sweden and who had resigned that position to devote 
his efforts to his people’s cause, submitted several memo- 
randa to leaders of the said conference in the name of the 
Kurdish delegation that he headed. The conference pro- 
duced the Sevres Treaty, concluded on 20 August 1920. 
Articles 62-64 of this treaty were set aside to solve the 
Ottoman Empire’s Kurdish issue. These articles provided 
for solving the issue in two phases, calling for establishing 
a Kurdish entity in the northern part of Kurdistan (Turk- 
ish Kurdistan currently) initially, to be joined afterward by 
the Mosul Province of the Ottoman Empire, known then 
by the name of Shahrzur Province. It is evident that if the 
provisions of the articles concerning the Kurdish issue had 
been implemented, there would be now a Kurdish state 
encompassing the northern and southern parts of Kurdis- 
tan, i.e., Ottoman Kurdistan. But the emergence of Mus- 
tafa Kemal Ataturk on the Turkish political scene, his 
control of large parts of the territories of present-day 
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Turkey, and the retreat of British and French politicians in 
the face of Ataturk’s demands froze thal treaty’s provisions 
on the Kurdish nation’s future and led to the conclusion of 
another treaty between the young Turkish Republic and 
representatives of the allies in Lausanne on 24 July 1923. 
This treaty voided indirectly provisions of the Sevres 
Treaty on the Kurdish issue. Initially, the British policy 
was inclined toward the creation of a Kurdish state in 
southern Kurdistan (Iraqi Kurdistan at present) under 
British patronage. This inclination was based on a recom- 
mendation made by Noel [name as transliterated], who 
visited the Kurdish region and recom nended the creation 
of a state that would extend to Lake Van in the north, 1.¢ 
for a distance of nearly 155 miles from the current 
northern border of Iraq. 


But as a result of the discovery of vast oil stores in southern 
Kurdistan, as well as for other reasons that cannot be 
detailed here, the British Ministry for the Colonies worked 
to annex the region to the Kingdom of Iraq, which had 
been created by the said ministry. Prince Faysal, the son of 
al-Sharif Husayn, was installed as its king. A cable from the 
British high commissioner, numbered 543, dated | 
October 1923, and addressed to the Ministry for the 
Colonies, says in part: “I believe that we would greatly 
facilitate the border negotiations if we could give Turkey in 
principle an official pledge that in view of the circum- 
stances, we have renounced the idea included in the Sevres 
Treaty to grant independence to the Kurds and that our 
objective is to place all Kurdish areas within the Mosul 
Province and up to the negotiated border under Iraqi 
control as fast as we can.” 


The British authorities, along with the Turkish authorities, 
had previously taken a position hostile to General Sharif, 
head of the Kurdish delegation to the peace conference. 
The British authorities asked the French authorities to 
seize the protocols empowering Sharif Pasha to speak in 
the Kurdish people’s name. Two Kurds who were on their 
way to take those protocols to Paris were arrested in 
Aleppo and escorted back to Baghdad. The British high 
commissioner also dispatched a letter to the Iranian 
authorities so they would investigate Iranian Kurdish 
tribal leaders who had signed those protocols. But to 
alleviate the Kurdish people’s wrath and rage at the new 
British policy—wrath and anger embodied in armed upris- 
ings—the British Government issued on 24 December 
1922, along with the Iraqi Government, a joint declaration 
that was conveyed to the League of Nations by the man- 
datory power. In that declaration, the two eovernments 
confirmed the Kurdish people’s right to brvad political 
autonomy within the framework of the new state of Iraq. 
The declaration even invited the Kurds to form their own 
government and to send this government's representatives 
to determine its political and economic relations with the 
Iraqi and British governments. This declaration is tanta- 
mount to an official recognition of the Kurdish people's 
right to set up a Kurdish entity within the framework of the 
state ot 'raq. The declaration is also a legal and historical 
basis for the demand of the people of Iraqi Kurdistan for a 
federal system, because the phrase “form their own gov- 
ernment and send its representative to hold discussions 
with the Iraqi and British governments” can only be 
interpreted as recognition. 
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We are not concerned here with defending the idea that 
federalism as a political system is the most appropriate for 
multi-ethnic countries, if federalism adopts democracy as 
a system of government, and that federalism does not 
mean partition, but coexistence with a free will. Many 
have already defended it. However, we like to point out the 
resoli.tion of the Kurdistani parliament, which came into 
existence in May 1992 as a result of the first free election 
in Kurdistan’s history. This parliament has unanimously 
resolved to opt for federalism as a system to regulate 
relations between Iraqi Kurdistan and the state of Iraq. 


We had hoped that all Iraqi opposition factions—who 
constantly reiterate their respect for the Kurdish people's 
opinion and option—would also accept this formula. But 
regrettably, certain circles of the said opposition use feeble 
and unjustifiable pretexts to reject the Kurdistani parlia- 
ment’s resolution. One time, these circles claim that fed- 
eralism is a prelude to the partition of Iraq; that it 
threatens the region’s stability; and that it provokes neigh- 
boring countries. Another time, they claim that the for- 
mula has been adopted at an inappropriate time and that 
the Kurds should have waited for the formula to be ratified 
by a constitutional Iraqi government and parliameut. They 
have also claimed that its ratification requires the presence 
of a another party, because federalism is based on the idea 
of a contract. All these pretexts are no more than feeble 
arguments that could not stand up in the face of a sound 
logic that is free of the “domination complex,” which, 
regrettably, controls the ideas of many of these people. 


Federalism is an instrument of unification, not partition, 
in our modern world, as is proved by the fact that 
numerous fragmented countries (such as the Republic of 
Cyprus in its current condition) or countries facing the 
threat of fragmentation (such as Sudan, for examp_) are 
enlisting the help of federalism to unite a fragmented 
country or a country threatened with fragmentation. 


The reasons for the collapse of federalism in the countries 
of East Europe are the absence of democracy and the fact 
that these countries’ regimes were founded on hegemony 
and suppression. The reason is not a flaw in federalism 
based on democracy. It is certain that these countries were 
destined to break up, even though they looked united and 
centralized. Federalism is tied to democracy. The absence 
of one leads to the disappearance of the other. Even if the 
domineering regime in Baghdad accepted federalism as 
adopted by the the Kurdish parliament for all parts of 
Kurdistan, this acceptance would not mean a final solution 
to the Kurdish problem due to the absence of the other 
mainstay, i.e., democracy within the regime. This state- 
ment would apply to any other regime that replaces the 
current regime if the new regime lacks the said mainstay, 
even if it approves all Kurdish demands. 


As for the claim that this formula has been passed at an 
inappropriate time, we ask: when would it be an appropriate 
time to attain the rights of people who have been subjected 
for dozens of years to organized all-out annihilation and to 
mass eviction aimed at changing the ethnic makeup and 
character of Kurdistan and at wiping Kurds out of existence 
by using all kinds of destruction weapons; by destroying 
more than 4,000 Kurdish villages and dozens of subdistricts 
and towns; and by killing more than 180.000 Kurds and 


JPRS-NEA-93-110 
17 November 1993 


more than 7,000 Barzanis in the ill-reputed al-Anfal opera- 
tions? Do those who make this claim expect people who have 
been subjected to all these tragedies—tragedies in which 
leaders of these factions of the Iraqi opposition have partic- 
ipated in one way or another—by the various Iraqi regimes, 
beginning with the monarchy and ending with the current 
regime, to wait again until a new “regime” arrives and 
demands fresh negotiations with the Kurdish side so this 
regim* can get ready meanwhile for another round of war 
and aggression? I say with the frankness of a Kurd that what 
I have expressed ts on the mind of all Kurds, both intellec- 
tuals and simple people. 


Finally, we tell the brothers who say that there has to be 
“another party” in order for the federal formula to be 
approved—we tell them that this formula has not been 
approved in all countries according to the same pattern. In 
several countries, it has been approved according to these 
countries’ circumstances and according to patterns that are 
very far from the idea of a “contract.’’ What is surprising is 
that these Iraqi opposition circles have determined in 
advance all the future formulae for the post-Saddam Iraq. So 
why should the federalism formula, as approved by the 
Kurdish parliament, which represents nearly one-third the 
Iraqi people, be excluded? 


The federal system dictates the presence of a federal consti- 
tution side-by-side with regional constitutions because 
regional legislative councils enjoy the right to issue regional 
laws, provided they are not in conflict with the provisions of 
the federal constitution and the constitution of the region 
concerned. In view of the special circumstances Iraqi Kur- 
distan experienced as a result of the dictatorial regime’s 
withdrawal of its agencies from most parts of Iraqi Kurdistan 
in October 1991; in view of the vacuum which developed as 
a consequence; and in view of the subsequent emergence of 
the Kurdistani parliament and government and of their 
approval of the federal formula, it became essential to 
determine the region’s constitutional powers and to clarify 
how its legislative, executive, and judicial authorities exer- 
cise their powers. Therefore, it was necessary to give consid- 
eration to drafting the constitution of Iraqi Kurdistan as 
quickly as possible. | drew up a draft constitution for the 
region last year. Even though the draft had limited distribu- 
tion (because of the limited number of printed copies), legal 
circles and members of the Kurdistani parliament received it 
with appreciation, and I have received numerous letters from 
them. Nearly one-third of the parliament members requested 
that the draft be presented to the parliament for debate and 
ratification. 


The broad lines of the region’s draft constitution can be 
summed up in the following: 


First, underline the wish of people of Iraqi Kurdistan to 
enter into a voluntary union with the Arab people of Iraq 
within the framework of a federal republic that includes 
two or more regions that enjoy equal rights guaranteed by 
a federal constitution. This federal constitution will be 
promulgated by the legislative councils of the two (or 
more) regions and by the federal legislative councils when 
they come into existence. 


Ethnic Transformation Activities 


Second, Iraqi Kurdistan, with its geographically and his- 
torically established borders, includes the governorates of 








JPRS-NEA-93-110 
i7 November 1993 


Irbil, Dahuk, al-Sulaymaniyah, and Kirkuk (with its pre- 
1968 administrative borders), plus the Kurdish districts 
and subdistricts of the governorates of Mosul. Diyala, and 
al-Kut 


As for the “Kirkuk complex,” as Dr. Hasan al-Chalabi has 
called it, | say with him that the “given historical, actual, 
and demographic facts confirm that Kirkuk 1s comprised of 
Kurds (who are the majority), Turkomen, and then Arabs. 
Kirkuk has always been a Kurdish city under the adminis- 
trative control of Kurdistan. When Saddam Husayn—or, to 
put it more accurately, the 1963 coup-makers—assumed 
power in 1963, he tried to Arabize Kirkuk by evicting Kurds 
and replacing the native inhabitants of the city and of its 
suburbs or its v llages, to be more precise, by Arabs. This is 
a false, coercive, and rejected Arabization, because it is 
founded on demographic change brought about by violence, 
force, deportation, and eviction 2nd by the importation of 
Arab inhabitants with money and inducements. All this is 
rejected by international laws and world constitutions. 
Therefore, in any accord between the center and Kurdistan, 
these matters must be corrected and restored to their 
original normal condition. 


“Therefore, it is inevitable that Kirkuk shall be included 
within the region of Kurdistan, whether in a federal union or 
in any other formula.” (Hasan al-Chalabi, “Equal Relations 
in the Single State Eliminate Causes of Secession,” AL- 
HAY AH, issue No. 10999, dated 23 March 1993). Attorney 
Hilal Naji, a prominent Arab nationalist, exposed the true 
character of the Arabization process when he said, “areas in 
which oil is produced in Kirkuk are purely Kurdish areas 
covered by Kurdish villages. Kurds were the only inhabit- 
ants of these areas until 1963, when the government at the 
time evicted Kurds from their villages and brought in Arab 
tribes and settled them in these villages before the worlc’s 
eyes and ears.” Initially, the Arabization included al- 
Huwaychiyah Plain, which was pasture land for Kurdish 
livestock farmers in the spring. Under the monarchy (early 
1940s), the government boosted the area by digging a big 
canal from the Nahr az Zub as Sughir [Little Zub River] to 
the plain. The purpose was to settle the Arab al-'Ubayd 
tribe, which was engaged in constant bloody clashes with the 
al-'Azzah tribe in Diyala Governorate, in al-Huwaychiyah, 
which was then made into a subdistrict. The Ba’thist gov- 
ernment then made it a district within Kirkuk Governorate. 
In the city of Kirkuk, Arabs did not exceed 50 percent of the 
population, and they consisted mainly of the families of 
government employees, both civilian and military. These 
families settled in Kirkuk, even though they had come 
Originally from other governorates. We should note, for 
example, that Arab students in Kirkuk Secondary School, 
which was the governorate’s only secondary school until the 
late 1950s, amounted to no more than a few dozen students, 
most of whom were the sons of government employees. In 
Kirkuk, it was the custom to separate Kurdish cemeteries 
from those of Turkomen and others. The absence of a 
cemetery for Aiabs is another proof of their recent presence 
there. All of this confirms that the resettlement and Arabi- 
zation process started only recently, i.e., since 1963 specif- 
ically. This is why the government destroyed the vital 
Statistics records for 1957. 


Third, emphasize that the people of Iraqi Kurdistan con- 
sist of the Kurds, Turkomen, Assyrians, and Arabs who 
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live in Kurdistan permanently and clarify the legitimate 
ethnic rights of these ethnic minorities. 


Fourth, regard Islam the region’s official religion while 
ensuring the religious freedom of the other faiths. 


Fifth, make Kurdish an official language of the region, 
along with Arabic, for matiers requiring communication 
with the federal government at the center. Instruction in all 
academic phases generally shall be in Kurdish. The 
teaching of Arabic and of a living foreign language shal! be 
started at the end of the elementary phase and continued in 
the subsequent phases of education, provided that ethnic 
minorities are given the right to teach in their national 
languages also. 


Sixth, as a guaranty, the draft states that the region of Iraqi 
Kurdistan may not be abolished and that no part of this 
region may be annexed to another region without the 
approval of two-thirds the members of the region’s parlia- 
ment and the approval of the region’s people in a general 
direct secret ballot. 


Seventh, fiscally, the Kurdistani parliament shall deter- 
mine the areas and properties in the region on which 
federal taxes and fees may be levied and shall decide what 
percentage of the proceeds must be allotted to the region. 
Moreover, it is essential that a certain percentage of the 
general federal budget and of the other central budgets be 
allotted for the region. 


Eighth, as for determining the powers that are to be 
exercised by the regional legislative, executive, and judi- 
ciary authorities and those to be exercised by the central 
government in the region, we have adopted the system 
stipulated by most federal constitutions, namely to deter- 
mine what the federal government's powers are and regard 
other powers as the regional government’s powers. Thus, 
affairs connected with defense, foreign relations, the issu- 
ance of national currency, citizenship affairs, central cus- 
toms and revenues, and management of international 
ports and airports and central telephone and post services 
become central government affairs. All else falls within the 
regional authorities’ powers. 


Ninth, so as not to give the central government the oppor- 
tunity to intervene militarily in the district’s affairs, we have 
included a provision which makes the movement of armed 
forces or the entry of federal armed forces into the region 
dependent on the regional government's approval. The 
region’s citizens shall perform their military service in the 
region itself, as was the case until the early 1960s. 


Tenth, we have set aside section two of the draft constitution 
to clarify public rights and liberties, to define the citizen’s 
rights and duties, and to spell out and regulate the public 
liberties that they enjoy, such as the freedom of worship, 
congregation, and demonstration, the freedom to strike and 
stop work, the freedom of expression, printing, and publica- 
tion, and the freedom to form political parties, associations, 
and trade unions and federations. We have proposed that 
political parties be prohibited from engaging in political and 
party action in the armed forces and the internal security 
forces (which will become a part of the republic’s armed 
forces) and among members of the judiciary also. 


Eleventh, the third section of the draft is set aside to clarify 
the powers of the legislative authorities (the Kurdistan: 
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parliament), the executive authority (the regional presi- 
dent and the regional cabinet), and the judiciary authority. 
We have included a provision in which we propose that 
whoever has taken part in crimes planned or committed by 
the oppressive dictatorial government and whoever has 
cooperated with this government in this policy be prohib- 
ited from running for election to the Kurdistani parlia- 
ment and from becoming a member of the region’s cabinet. 


The legislation of a constitution for the region of Iraqi 
Kurdistan is essential for building a strong legal edifice in 
the region which will be a foundation for what will be built 
in the future Iraq: a democratic, federal, and pluralistic 
Iraq that ensures human rights. 


ALGERIA 


HAMAS Leader on Mediating for FIS; 
Rescheduling 
944F 00194 Algiers LIBERTE in French 9 Oct 93 p 7 


[Interview with HAMAS (National Society for Guidance 
and Reform) leader Mahfoud Nahnah by Zine-Eddine; 
place and date not given: “The FIS (Islamic Salvation 
Front) Doesn't Want To Talk”—first paragraph is LIB- 
ERTE introduction] 


[Text] The HAMAS [National Society for Guidance and 
Reform] leader talks about his failure as a “mediator” 
between the former FIS [Islamic Salvation Front] and 
the government, and he states the position of his move- 
ment on a number of current issues, among which is debt 
rescheduling. 


{Zine-Eddine] The national conference scheduled for mid- 
October does not seem to get much support. What are the 
differences? 


{Nahnah] The multiform crisis that Algeria is experiencing 
normally forces all parties involved in talks to set aside 
their partisan spirit and place Algeria above any other 
consideration. Concerning the national conference, a 
priori we believe that most of the parties involved agree on 
the need to get out of the socialist system for good, because 
it is that system that has brought us to the current fiasco. 


They were also unanimous in stating that they are not 
going counter to national constants. 


Besides, if, at the national conference, we succeed in 
defining more thoroughly how to go from the socialist 
system to a new integrated economy, and in gaining greater 
insight into the concept of safeguard of national constants, 
we shall be in a position to overcome the crisis, or at least 
to alleviate it. 


{Zine-Eddine] Will you take part in this national confer- 
ence, and what are your proposals? 


[Nahnah] First, | want to point out that Algeria has 
experienced crises that were far more serious than the 
current one. 


It succeeded in overcoming them thanks to the integrity 
and sincerity of its men. At present, many citizens con- 
cerned about the future of Algeria are aware of the danger 
that undermines our country and have begun to rally and 
unite to oppose those who fish in troubled waters. 
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Our movement has called, and 1s still calling, for talks with 
any party, even a tough opponent or a genuine enemy, and 
all the more so for talks among Algerians with the sole 
objective of overcoming the crisis. If we are invited to the 
conference, we shall accept and we shall present our ideas, 
Our opinions, and our program. 


[Zine-Eddine] Lately you offered to serve as a mediator 
between the government and the dissolved FIS. Were there 
any contacts? 


{Nahnah] We are not the guardians of the dissolved FIS. 


We are telling both the government and the dissolved FIS 
that the best for Algeria approach 1s that all Algerians 
should meet. 


We offered our mediation, on the condition that both sides 
accept it. 


If one of them refuses, it shall bear the responsibility for its 
refusal. 


Until now, the representatives of the dissolved FIS have 
not yet expressed their position concerning such talks. 


However, we read in the press, both Algerian and interna- 
tional, that the FIS does not want to talk. 


I shall take this opportunity to repeat our appeal, that all 
Algerians meet and talk together and end the bloodshed. 


We do not approve of power struggles, of fighting to share 
in the government, or for programs that would benefit only 
some individuals at the expense of the Algerian people. 


[Zine-Eddine] What is your position toward the present 
government? 


{[Nahnah] In our opinion, this government is just an 
extension of those that preceded it. 


It came out of the same drawer as the others. There is only 
one desk with several drawers. When some decisionmakers 
feel the need to open a drawer, they do so. 


Too much time has been lost. We hope thai the Redha 
Malek card will turn out to be a winner. 


We hope that Redha Malek will prove equal to the battle 
that we are currently fighting. But it would seem that the 
government is caught up in a whirlwind. 


It makes us wonder, when we see that a certain segment of 
the press was able to publish the news of the “Adhan”™ 
cancellation even before the new government announced it. 


Either this government is not capable of keeping and 
protecting its secrets, or that newspaper has the means to 
gather news directly at the source, which is a considerable 
deficiency in the government. 


Logically, we would expect the government to make deci- 
sions On its own and to be the first to publish them. 


[Zine-Eddine] What is the position of your party on debt 
rescheduling? 


[Nahnah] If the country’s authorities manage to preserve 
their sovereignty while rescheduling the debt, we see 
nothing wrong with it. 
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Bui i rescheduling must take place at the expense of 
sovereignty, Of the country’s or the citizens’ identity, it 
would be a danger that would destroy everything. 


On the other hand, if Algerians have no other choice, then 
Pc ul De 


Bul what surprises us is the deadlock wanted by other 
paruies. One year ago, we held a national seminar on 
\ at the Ibn Khaldoun auditorium. 


econor;rr 


We would have liked the solutions that emerged to be 
appired at the time. 


But the decisionmakers chose a prime minister who prom- 
ised the people thai he would solve the economic problem, 
anc then he was carried along by the IMF current. 


Also, there is a game going on in Algeria, involving the 
UGTA [General Union of Algerian Workers]: it meddles 
in politics rather than protecting the working class or the 
citizens’ purse. 


We note that some UGTA officials talk as if they thought 
they were the president of the Republic. 


One word on the secondary-school situation: schools that 
are Durning. 


Our movement is constantly working for science and for 
the dissemination of science among the Algerian people. 


Whenever a school is burnt, whenever a teacher is assas- 
sinated, students are prevented from getting an education. 


Unfortunately, we are now wiinessing barbaric methods that 
have nothing to envy compared to those of the Crusaders 
during their war against Muslims or to those of the Mongols 
and Tartars who set fire to the Arab-Islamic library. 


We should not be like the OAS (Secret Army Organiza- 
tion], which used to burn schools and libraries. 


These ignoble methods do no credit either to the nation- 
alism or to Islam. That is because society evolves thanks to 
science and 1 regresses because of ignorance. 


{Zine-Eddine] The Palestinians and Israeli just signed an 
agreement hinging on the Gaza-Ariha project. Would you 
comment on this? 


[Nahnah] Any dialogue that is started between two oppo- 
nents represents an essential step. 


This may prompt us to say: How come one of the Pales- 
tinian organizations succeeded in talking with an enemy— 
Israeli—and arrived at an agreement around the Gaza- 
Ariha project, whereas the Algerians cannot manage to 
meet and agree on a minimum. [sentence as published] 


[t 1s agairst civilization! 


Concerning the Palestinian-Israeli agreement, if the Gaza- 
Ariha project serves to engrave forever in the memory of 
our Islamic nation the Palestinian issue, leading to the 
recovery of El Qods, we see nothing wrong with dealing 
with Gaza-Ariha today, and tomorrow with Yafa, Haifa, 
Tel Aviv, and finally El Qods. 


On the other hand, if the objective is to obtain Gaza and 
Ariha and then lose all hope and forget among the jubila- 
tion of [sic] the majority of the people who are demanding 
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their mghts, it would be a grave mistake, one tor which 
future generations wouid not forgive us. 


[Zine-Eddine] A way, too, to agree with the position of the 
Palestinian HAMAS movement 


[Nahnah] Actually, our positior. agrees with that of most of 
the Palestinian people, and ove: !() Palestinian parties and 
organizations. 


And the Palestinian HAMAS is one of these liberation 
movements. 


If there are points on which we and any of these move- 
ments agree, that does jot mean at all that we belong to 
that movement. 


It 1s all a matter of itthad {religious interpretation] 


In our opinion, when they signed the Gaza-Ariha project 
agreement, they made a mistake in their ytihad 


{Zine-Eddine} Would you comment on the statements ot 
Libyan president al-Qadhdhafi at the | Sep festivities? 
Especially considering that you were in Tripoli. 


{Nahnah] | wan) public opinion to know that | was not in 
Libya at the tithe of the | Sep commemoration 


| arrived two or three d°ys later. And, by the way, you 
should ask the same question from the Algerian officials 
who were there and remained silent. 


Questions Raised After Liberation of French Hostages 
94AF0023B Paris LE MONDE in French 2 Nov 93 p 3 
[Article by Catherine Simon: “Questions Linger After 
Hostage Release’’| 


[Text] Algiers—Relief mixed with muted concern greeted the 
announcement on 31 Ociobe: that three French consular 
agents, taken hostage one week earlier in downtown Algiers 
had been released. According to officia! reports made p abhic 
at midday [Sunday] dy the Algerian authorities, two of the 
hostages, Jean-Claude Thevenot and Alain Freyssier, were 
released late Saturday afternoon following a massive ‘‘oper- 
ation by the security forces” that began in the capita! and 
ended about 30 km to the south in Oued-Slama, a small town 
near the city of Larba at the foot of the Atlas mountains in 
the Blida region, which is considered one of the main 
strongholds of the armed Islamist factions. 


On Sunday at about 1830, some 24 hours after security 
forces secured the release of the two men, the third 
hostage. Michele Thevenot, was found safe and sound. 
According to a reliable source, she was “dropped off by her 
kidnappers” at a spot near the French Embassy in Algiers 
where she was able to place a telephone call and notify the 
authorities. By that tme. Mr. Thevenot and Mr. Freyssier 
were already aboard an aircrafi of the GLAM [Ministerial 
Air Liaison Group] en route to Paris where they would 
arrive early that evening. Mrs. Thevenot was to be brought 
back to France the next day. 


For security reasons that are readily understandable, the 
press was allowed to see Mrs. Thevenot but not to question 
her. Seemingly in good physical condition, she—like her 
husband and Mr. Freyssier before her—did not appear to 
have suffered greatly while in detention. The three con- 
sular agents were kidnapped together on Sunday 24 
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October, but it is likely that they were held in two separate 
hiding places—the two men in one, and Mrs. Thevenot in 
the other, as Muslim custom would dictate. 


Where were the secret hiding places? On that point and on 
many others, the French and Algerian authorities were 
keeping a tight lid on information. One thing is believed 
certain: that the three French hostages were held captive in 
Algiers—more specifically, in a prayer hall in the Oued- 
Koreiche district of the capital city, a district located 
between the two fundamentalist strongholds of Bab- 
el-Oued and Climat-de-France—and not in Oued-Slama as 
initially rumored. 


Nor has the identity of the kidnappers been made known. 
But the warnings that were issued using Mrs. Thevenot as an 
intermediary—warnings to “foreigners” who “support the 
government” of Algeria, which was termed an “illegitimate” 
government—seem clearly to point to Islamist circles. 


According to still fragmentary information released on 
Sunday evening by the AFP, it was at a prayer hall near the 
Bab-el-Oued district that investigators picked up the kid- 
nappers’ trail, gathering enough information, it seems, to 
locate them. While the circumstances surrounding the 
release of the first two hostages are still not precisely 
known, it is reported that after their release, the security 
forces embarked on a chase that led them as far as 
Qued-Slama where violent clashes broke out, killing eight 
people, one of them a gendarme. 


The spectacular conclusion of the hostage taking and, 
above all, the fact that the victims survived the episode 
safe and sound naturally gave rise to a strong sense of relief 
among the foreign community, which has been trauma- 
tized by the recent wave of assassinations in which for- 
eigners have been targets. When the three French consular 
agents were kidnapped, there was little reason to expect a 
happy outcome. One month earlier, on 21 September, two 
French geometers were kidnapped and murdered in the 
region of Sidi-Bel-Abbes. Then other foreigners were killed 
by armed groups. Two Russian officers were shot to death 
on !6 October in Laghouat; three days later, three techni- 
cians employed by the Italian firm Sadelmi—a Peruvian, a 
Colombian, and a Filipino—were kidnapped and stabbed 
to death in the region of Tiaret. These sinister precedents 
led everyone to fear that the three French hostages would 
meet with the same fate. But the joy generated by the news 
that they were alive and free, although deeply felt, does not 
fundamentally change the situation. 


Undeniably, this victory by the security forces gives a 
boost to Algeria’s image and increases the credibility of the 
Army which, for nearly two years, has been the butt of the 
Islamist rebels’ criminal ingenuity. Regrettably, that vic- 
tory may have a flip side. It was through the use of force 
that the hostages were freed. If, in fact, the kidnapping of 
the consular agents was financed and carried out by 
Islamists, as tends to be assumed, then there is no reason to 
expect any let-up in the wave of terrorist acts. 


There is another troubling point. The fact that the kidnap- 
pers did not execute their victims and managed to keep 
them hidden for seven days (eight days in the case of Mrs. 
Thevenot) despite the impressive police deployment in the 
Algiers region would indicate that they had substantia! 
resources and may have hoped to profit by their hostages. 
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How so? A nonauthenticated leaflet-—written in French, 
Strangely enough—was received by certain news organiza- 
tions Sunday morning. It announced that the three French 
civil servants would be “released on Monday by the 
mujahidin” in honor of the 39th anniversary of | 
November 1954, the first day of the war of independence. 


The typewritten text, titled “Communique No. 2” of the 
“Armed Islamic Group,” was dated Sunday 3! October. 
Was it merely a forgery or an odd handling error? Like the 
Other aspecis of this case, this point remains a mystery. 
There is also the question of why the hostages’ release, 
which presumably would be considered very good news, 
was not officially announced until nearly 20 hours after 
they were set free. (The announcement was made Sunday 
shortly after 1300 on Algerian national television.) 


One thing is clear: If the kidnapped Frenchmen had been 
killed like the other foreign hostages before them, the 
emotional and political impact would have been enor- 
mous. Not only abroad, but in Algeria as well. There is no 
doubt whatsoever that it would have complicated matters 
for those who favor “dialogue” or even “reconciliation” 
with the Islamists. But to go from there to conclude that 
this painful episode was a sort of “dry run,” a warning 
from one side to another, would be imprudent. At the same 
time, however, the fact that the lives of the three consular 
agents were spared should not be taken as a sign that the 
political debate will become any less intense. 


[Boxes, p 3] 


Kidnappers’ Accomplices Sought 


The search for the kidnappers’ accomplices extended as far 
as Oued-Slama, some 20 km south of the capital. During 
the search operation, six or seven individuals were killed. 
Officially, very little information has been made available 
about these incidents and many questions remain. 


Vigilante Groups Forming in Kabylia 


In an effort to guard against plots by armed Islamists, and 
perhaps to preserve their sense of regional distinctness, the 
Kabyles are beginning to organize and set up vigilante 
groups. [end boxes] 


Sudanese Islamists Work To Reconcile Groups 


(AFP) The spiritual leader of Sudanese Islamists says that 
he is working to bring about a reconciliation in Algeria. 
Hussan al-Turabi, the Islamist “spiritual leader” and the 
power behind the Sudanese Government, stated at a press 
conference in Khartoum that his organization, the Arab- 
Islamic People’s Conference, “‘is trying to foster a spirit of 
conciliation between the various Algerian groups.” He 
added that “‘similar efforts have been launched in Afghan- 
istan and in other countries,” which he did not name. But 
these efforts are being kept secret because, he said, “some 
governments do not like to acknowledge them publicly.” 


Economic Recovery Without Rescheduling Discussed 
94AF0019B Algiers LIBERTE in French 9 Oct 93 p 3 


[Article by Zoubir Ferroukhi: “Toward a Framework Agree- 
ment With the IMF; Algeria Will Not Go for Reschedul- 
ing” —first paragraph is LIBERTE introduction] 
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[Text] The Algerian Government will soon publish its 
economic recovery program; debt rescheduling has already 
been ruled oui. 


Algeria will not go for rescheduling. The Algerian Govern- 
ment is said to have taken a stand in this respect, and the 
negotiations recently undertaken in Washington by the 
minister of national economy and its staff, especially with 
the IMF, eventually persuaded the proponents of resched- 
uling to change their mind. 


The solution adopted would thus be an Algerian-IMF 
framework agreement, which is on the righi track and 
would involve certain bearable conditions. 


According to experts, this solution will already remove for 
good the potential for tension in Algeria’s relations with at 
least two countries, Japan and Italy. 


As privileged financial partners, these countries would 
have been very reluctant to agree to rescheduling, for an 
obvious reason: it would have affected their chances to 
have their loans repaid elsewhere. 


The framework agreement should provide a broad set of 
economic, financial, and social measures, and the expected 
credits are estimated at about $550 million from the IMF, 
and $1 billion from the World Bank. 


A broad range of financing would be devoted to the social 
net that must offset the reorganization of Algerian eco- 
nomic mechanisms, the latter being a prerequisite to any 
international financial assistance, especially from the IMF. 


As a result, the possible official creation of an unemploy- 
ment or solidarity allowance is already being mentioned. 


Such an allowance would accompany the cleaning up of 
overstaffed companies; it would make it possible to allo- 
cate appreciable indemnities to individuals affected by 
reorganization. 


Note also that this Algerian-IMF agreement would of 
necessity aim to return the dinar to its actual value. This, 
specialists explained, would not mean a devaluation 
because unti! now the dinar has been overvalued. What is 
involved is returning it to its normal parity (which should 
be about 34 Algerian dinars for one U.S. dollar, instead of 
22 at present). 


However, this, too, would be done gradually, at the rate of 
1.0 to 1.5 percent every other month, for instance, so as to 
arrive at a little over 50 percent through a “staggered 
return to parity.” 


The agreement contains at least two focal points. First, 
with oil prices averaging $18 per barrel and with the 
financing expected from abroad, the Algerian economy 
may enter for good its transition stage toward more liberal 
management in 1994, without excessive changes in social 
benefits. 


This is the opinion of specialists, who therefore take into 
account the essential—even necessary—trend of oil prices 
to remain around $18 dollars per barrel during the next 
few months. 


Following the OPEC 29 September agreement on quotas, 
set for a six-month period for the first time, many experts 
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predict that crude oil prices will stabilize about $19 dollars 
by next spring, provided that quotas are respected. 


The main producer, Saudi Arabia, played and will cer- 
tainly again play a leading role in this respect. 


The energetic redeployment of Algerian diplomacy in 
recent weeks might do the rest. 


Then, at the political level, the security situation in Algeria 
seriously tilted the scales toward a more realistic vision of 
the option to be chosen for the Algerian economy. 


The international community—and mostly the IMF, the 
financial institution that serves as an indicator—is not at 
all eager to add fuel to the flames. 


It would also like to avoid exacerbating social tensions 
through the brutal conditions that would accompany 
rescheduling and which, contrary to expectations, might 
cause a complete collapse of the Algerian economy. Interna- 
tional financial institutions, and the Americans who approve 
some of the financing in favor of Algeria, are said to have 
gained a genuine understanding of the situation in Algeria. 


Even if they do not yet materialize in the field, the 
statements on rescheduling made by some French person- 
alities have also become less decisive and more in favor of 
providing assistance to Algeria, subject only to the IMF 
position. Thus, the option chosen and proposed by the 
IMF was gradual transition to market economy and pro- 
gressive liberalization. 


Most Algerian high-level officials in the fields of economy 
and finance are said to have already agreed to this solution 
of a framework agreement with the IMF—a compromise 
solution—which rules out rescheduling and would enable 
Algeria to fully preserve its geostrategic sovereignty. 


Perceptions of Proposed Investment Code 
94AF0019C Algiers EL WATAN in French 11 Oct 93 p 3 


{Article by Mourad Hadjersi: “Investment: The New Reg- 
ulations”; first paragraph is EL WATAN introduction] 


[Text] The investment-promotion bill is ready and just 
waiting for its promulgation. Consisting of some i5 pages, 
the investment code reflects the will to open the economy 
to Algerian and foreign private capital and to establish a 
relation of trust with potential investors. 


This approach, the document reads, “reflects the need to 
prepare a controlled and progressive transition to a market 
economy.” 


This means providing not just specific incentives to invest- 
ment in areas that the government views as priorities— 
manufacturing strategic or staple products or developing 
activities that would directly or indirectly tend to reduce 
the national debt—but also perhaps disincentives to 
investment in activities whose growth might worsen the 
country’s social and economic imbalances. 


In addition, the bill is a tool designed to eventually boost 
development, which gives equal, or perhaps greater, 
importance to investments within the existing framework 
than to new investments designed to create new capacities. 
The existing, public or private production potential needs 
capital, new. modern and efficient management, and for- 
eign markets. In other words, it needs investment for its 
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rehabilitation, redeployment, and development in the con- 
text of the current industrial restructuring. 


The investment code is based on several considerations, 
among others the definition of the common law applicable 
to investments, and it outlines the overall framework 
designed to promote them. 


To reassure new investors, the bill contains provisions 
concerning changes in the tax system; these should not 
have a negative impact on investments made prior to such 
changes. 


In addition, the code uses as benchmarks the incentives 
grented by the investment codes of neighboring countries 
(Tunisia and Morocco). The code consists of seven titles. 


Title 1, dealing with general provisions, defines as invest- 
ment, in addition to direct investment, “any contributions 
in capital or in kind; the definition is enlarged to include 
restructuring, rehabilitation, and capacity-expansion oper- 
ations.” Titles 2 and 3, for their part, deal with incentives 
to investments made in Algeria. A general incentive system 
for investments that offer an economic interest in several 
respects, and specific systems dealing with investment 
promotion in free and specific zones. 


Title 4 deals with incentives available to investors, namely 
reduced interest rates, resumed operations, or an increased 
number of shifts. Title 5, for its part, deals with the 
guarantees granted to investments. It emphasizes Algerian 
status and the principle of nondiscrimination between 
residents and nonresidents. It also stresses “the guarantee 
of stabilization of the legal system, which assures that 
regulations governing investment will not be modified for 
the worst....” In addition to the specific provisions con- 
cerning the activities viewed as priorities, Title 6 indicates 
that the provisions of the code will “by full right, apply to 
state-owned companies under the same conditions.” Title 
7 contains miscellaneous provisions “to organize the tran- 
sition period.” 


it is also in Title 7 that a spec.al provision was inserted. It 
introduces “the obligation for notaries to make sure that 
the invested capital was regularly reported.” 


Even before its promulgation, the investment code seemed 
to elicit favorable reactions from Algerian investors. The 
few operators who had a chance to read the last version of 
the code displayed optimism as to the legal status of 
investments. 


However, they also pointed out the inconsistencies of the 
entire economic environment, which must change. It is 
true that the problem of the Algerian economy has never 
been a problem of legal texts, but a problem of mentalities, 
which must change. 


[Box, p 3] 
Capital Flight: $37 Billion Abroad 


Capital contributions must, first and foremost, come from 
Algerian investors, because they represent a genuine finan- 
cial force that could relaunch the economy. 


According to foreign bank sources, capital held by Alge- 
rians abroad totals nearly $37 billion. 
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The owners of these funds are resident as well as nonresi- 
dent Algerians. According to the same sources, no fewer 
than 90,000 businesses throughout the world are privately 
owned by Algerian citizens. 


If Algeria intends to promote its new investment frame- 
work, the first step should be taken toward those who 
possess Algerian citizenship. There will be no better indi- 
cator of change than a rush of these Algerian investors to 
their own country’s market. 


Defense Minister on Future Role of Army 
944A F0023A Algiers EL WATAN in French 25 Oct 93 p 3 


[Interview with Liamine Zeroual, Algerian defense min- 
ister, by APS; place not given; first paragraph is EL 
WATAN introduction} 


[Text] Mr. Liamine Zeroual, minister of national defense, 
granted an interview yesterday to the APS. The following 
is the complete text of the interview. 


[APS] The fact that Army generals have been given seats 
on the independent commission for “national dialogue.” 
as it is called, has raised questions and given rise to 
different interpretations. Mr. Minister, what is your point 
of view? 


{[Zeroual] Before I respond directly to your first question. it 
would be helpful to recall certain basic principles: The 
People’s National Army (the ANP) is a republican army 
that believes in democratic institutions, in the right of 
multiple political parties to ex.st and hold power, and in 
the rule of law. 


The Constitution vests the ANP with the permanent duties 
of safeguarding the nation’s independence and defending 
its sovereignty. 


These principles form the foundation of the Armed Forces’ 
defense and security policy. Not even a period of crisis will 
make the Armed Forces lose sight of its duties. Solidly 
rooted in those principles and resolutely committed to its 
duties, the ANP will spare no effort and will totally support 
and contribute to any search for solutions that will enable 
the country to transcend the current political crisis, which 
seriously threats its integrity. 


That is the correct perspective for understanding ihe 
Army’s participation in the commission appointed to pave 
the way to a national conference. 


It is inaccurate to see the Army’s participation as a 
deliberate invasion or intrusion into matters that rightfully 
belong to the country’s political officials. In fact, quite the 
contrary is true. It was the political officials who decided to 
include the Army as part of their approach toward 
achieving a national consensus. 


We view the Army’s participation as a way of responding 
to the public’s widely shared wish that the ANP play an 
active role, through the trust and credit it enjoys, for the 
consolidation of the democratic process and the stability of 
governmental institutions, in keeping with national values. 
If that is what the public, the political class, and the 
authorities want, why shouldn’t the ANP answer their call? 
Especially given the fact that this is an independent 
commission whose work will be the product of consulta- 
tions with all parties to the dialogue. 
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The Army’s involvement in this phase is guided solely by 
the goal of preserving national unity, restoring civil peace, 
and opening up new prospects for the nation that will 
forever eliminate violence as a means of political expres- 
sion and all forms of political, ideological, and economic 
monopolies. 


[APS] By becoming directly involved in the administration 
of this phase, isn’t the Army taking some risk, Mr. Minis- 
ter—namely the risk of being drawn into partisan political 
battles? 


[Zeroual] | will say it again: This is not a question of direct 
ANP involvement in the political administration of this 
phase. 


The task of administering this phase rests with the presi- 
dency, first of all, and the presidency has decided to 
include the other social and political forces as well as 
national figures, by entering into talks with the goal of 
forging a consensus. 


Furthermore, in the press release issued by the Higher 
State Council to announce the formation of the commis- 
sion, it was made very clear that the national conference 
will have the job of determining how the transition is to be 
organized and how the transition will culminate in the 
reinstatement of the electoral process as the sole means of 
attaining and exercising power. 


In short, as we see it, there is no danger that the Armed 
Forces will become entangled in partisan battles, and for 
very good reason: The ANP will not countenance the idea 
of allying itself with or favoring any particular political 
movement. Such neutrality on the part of the Army should 
encourage the political forces within Algerian society to act 
in a way that will bring about a national consensus and 
move the country out of the dead-end it has reached. 


[APS] In effect, Mr. Minister? Algeria is experiencing a 
unique situation that, without a doubt, requires the pres- 
ence of the Army, even in the political arena. What is the 
precise role of the Army during this period? 


{Zeroual] Because of its cohesion and a strong sense of 
duty at all levels of its hierarchy, the ANP has managed to 
deal with the internal and external threats that have 
occurred since independence. 


The same remains true in the present context. The Army 
will not shrink from making whatever sacrifice is necessary 
to carry Out its constitutional duties with resoive. 


But, let me repeat in unambiguous terms what I have 
already conveyed to you: With regard to the interplay 
between the various pclitical parties and movements, the 
military intends to remain completely neutral and will be 
careful not to let its standpoint constitute an endorsement 
or a rejection of any participant in the national dialogue. 


It must be borne in mind, however, that the People’s 
National Army cannot be expected to remain indifferent in 
matters that may determine the future of the country. 


For that reason, I ask all the forces of patriotism and 
progress, regardless cf their political affiliation or inclina- 
tion, to favor dialogue and to work together so that, by the 
end of the year, we can reach a consensual solution to the 
crisis that will reestablish harmony and understanding 
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among Algerians. Of course, any solution to the crisis must 
refiect the ideals of the November Revolution: a demo- 
cratic, just, and pluralist republic governed by a constitu- 
tional order that guarantees national sovereignty, unity, 
and the basic rights and public freedoms, and that does so 
in keeping with the precepts of Islam as practiced through 
the centuries by the people of Algeria. 


In a word, a government of law and progress that speaks to 
every segment of the Algerian population. That is what the 
ANP intends to work toward as part of the commission for 
national dialogue. 


[APS] Supposing that the political realm fails to reach a 
consensus on a democratic republic, what position would 
the ANP take then? 


{Zeroual] As you know, throughout their history, the 
Algerian people and the political realm have consistently 
demonstrated their maturity and their ability to rise above 
the circumstances to tackle the challenges and do what 1s 
required in each situation. 


So, we remain optimistic and we believe in the genius of 
our people and their capacity to rally around the values of 
the November Revolution. 


However, given the seriousness of the present state of 
affairs, the political class—now more than ever—must 
recognize the magnitude of what is at stake, rise above 
partisan battles, and respond to the Algerian people's 
longing for peace, unity, and progress. 


[APS] Civil peace and security are necessary if the transi- 
tion period is to succeed. The ANP and the security forces 
are waging an energetic battle against terrorism and sub- 
version. How successful have they been? Have they made 
enough progress to ensure that the transition phase has a 
good chance of succeeding? 


[Zeroual] On that question, I would first like to make it 
clear that this is a lawfully waged battle that we are forced 
to fight against extremist groups who are out to destroy the 
country’s institutions and its human and material 
resources. Their wanton acts of destruction are unjustifi- 
able, regardless of their motivation. 


Moreover, we know of no other country in the world where 
an extremist movement of one ideology or another has so 
relentlessly attacked a population’s property, factor:¢s, 
schools, and sought the physical annihilation of its profes- 
sionals and citizens. 


That is why we believe that the battle against subversion 
and terrorism is not exclusively the responsibility of the 
security forces and the ANP. It must involve the country’s 
patriotic forces as a whole, those which reject violence as a 
means of attaining power. Their involvement is impera- 
tive. We also believe that the law-and-order approach— 
which is yielding positive results in the field thanks to the 
courage, efforts, and self-sacrifice of the Army and security 
forces—is not enough to resolve the situation. Efforts in 
the political sphere are also needed if we are to move 
beyond this difficult juncture in our country’s history. 


I would like to take this opportunity to remember all the 
Algerian victims of terrorism and pay homage to the 
personnel of the security forces and the ANP who, in these 
difficult moments, are giving their all without fear of 
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sacrifice so that Algeria may live and regain its place 
among nations and its vitality. 


[APS] The recent targets of terrorism and sabotage have 
been factories, schools, railroads, etc. Does the ANP plan 
to take any special measures to protect the country’s 
economic base? 


(Zeroual] It is true that our industrial aid sociocultural 
base has become the target of criminal exactions. 


Deployments have been made to protect sensitive sites 
that are of national interest. 


The gover..ment is taking other steps as well to mobilize 
and organize the resources needed in order to implement 
civil defense measures nationwide. 


It is evident that such measures require the support of state 
institutions, social organizations, and the country’s patri- 
otic forces, if these insane acts of destruction are to be 
thwarted. 


[APS] The geopolitical map of the world has changed, 
leaving the Armed Forces no choice but to change with it. 
Modernization and restructuring are clearly the oi der of 
the day. What is the military doing to adapt to th: new 
state of the world, Mr. Minister? 


[Zeroual] The modernization of the ANP is a constant 
process of ensuring the duties and tasks it has been 
assigned in order to preserve our country’s territorial 
integrity and security. In addition, it is imperative that 
close attention be paid to our environment, to technolog- 
ical changes, and to the new geopolitical and geostrategic 
concepts that prevail in these latter years of the century. 
This entails a great deal of effort with regard to organiza- 
tion, training, and preparation. 


That is what the ANP is striving to achieve, so that it can 
rise to the challenges and the issues. 


[APS] Communications are an important facet of our 
times. Can we expect the Army to shed some of its 
traditional reserve and become more present in the media? 


[Zeroual] One of the most significant transformations 
taking place in Algeria is, without a doubt, the new concept 
of communications and freedom of the press. I believe that 
freedom of the press is a fundamental achievement and an 
essential condition in a society that aspires to openness. 
The Ministry of National Defense fully intends to be 
present in the media and expand its reiations with the 
press. We believe that the public has a right to truly 
informative and edifying information about real facts and 
events, but we are against any deviation into media bias. 


[APS] If we are to believe certain analyses in the media, the 
Army is divided between “hard-liners” and “soft-liners.” 
The first question is: What should that be taken to mean? 
Second, the Army is also said to be divided over whether 
or not to engage in talks with the former FIS [Islamic 
Salvation Front}. Some are said to be in favor of dialogue, 
others against. How reliable are these characterizations? 


[Zeroual] Some circles do seem fond of making those types 
of categorizations, but in reality, there are no more 
“hawks” than there are “doves” in the People’s National 
Army, or “hard-liners” and “‘soft-liners.”” 
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The People’s National Army is made up of patriots ai al! 
levels of the military hierarchy who have consistently 
proven their cohesion, their unswerving commitment to 
the ideals of the November Revolution, and their strong 
sense of duty to the nation. 


After 30 years of Algerian independence, the People’s 
National Army—thanks to the values it holds dear—has 
been and always will be the worthy heir of the National 
Liberation Army. 


[APS] A persona! question, Mr. Minister: Do vou some- 
times regret having left the quiet life of retirement? 


{Zeroual] I will answer that personal question by saying, 
very simply, “When the: country is under threat and the 
people are caught up in a tragic experience, a call goes out 
to the conscience of every patriot. No one has the right to 
remain indifferent when the nation is in danger.” 


ISRAEL 


PLO Agreement Said To Weaken al-Asad’s Options 
944A0005A Tel Aviv YEDIO’T AHARONOT (24-Hour 
Supplement) in Hebrew 3 Oct 93 p 3 


[Commentary by Yosi Olmert: “Al-Asad Seems To Be 
Squeezed”’} 


[Text] Hafiz al-Asad is being squeezed. That conclusion 
can be derived both from the number of interviews he is 
giving lately and from their content. In good times al-Asad 
does not do a lot of interviews, and the little that he says 
serves as both tactical and strategic declarations of inten- 
tions. Now times have changed. 


No, according to what he is quoted as having said, he does 
not deny the right of the Palestinians to reach the agree- 
ment they want; but, yes, he objects to its content. No, he 
cannot put the brakes on the activity of the Palestinian 
rejection front in Syria—but still he continues to be 
involved in the peace process, which is precis‘ iy what all 
the rejectionist organizations have come out «against. 


Why should he stop the rejectionist front, he asked his 
latest interviewer—Rabin does not stop Likud activity. Of 
course the comparison is absurd, but it is not accidental. 
Al-Asad often has recourse to comparisons with Israel. The 
comparison does not lead Syria to adopt Israeli democratic 
norms, God forbid. It is merely a tool in her hand for 
continuing the propaganda war against us. 


Al-Asad, if the truth be told, is not a great theoretician of 
democracy. His country administers an unprecedented 
personality cult. They say that the Syrian population 
numbers 25 million people: 12 million citizens and 13 
million pictures and street sculptures of the big boss. At the 
beginning of i992 a referendum was conducted in which 
the Syrian citizens again chose the.r beloved president. It 
turns out that, in contrast to the previous referendum in 
1985, his popularity has risen. Then he got “only” 99.7 
percent of his people’s votes: last year his popularity went 
up to 99.98 percent support. 


The truth is that the agreement with the PLO confuses 
al-Asad. He fears that it worsens his bargaining chips in his 
dealings with Israel. He is not afraid that now or in the 
near future Israel wil! insist on only a partial withdrawal 
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from the Golan in exchange for full peace. It is clear to him 
that the interna! logic of Israeli policy is leading to a full 
withdrawal in exchange for full peace. What bothers him is 
the fear that now he will have to pay more, much more, in 
exchange for full Israeli withdrawal. 


He fears that Israe! will demand a more explicit declaration 
than he intended to give on the matter of the essence of 
peace, and will be more insistent on an immediate imple- 
mentation of normalization, in tandem with her declaration 
of willingness to withdraw, even before she begins to carry it 
out; and he fears that Israel will demand Syrian concessions 
on the matter of security arrangements. Thus far, the 
Syrians have refused full mutuality and symmetry on every- 
thing having to do with security arrangements. An Israel 
that is in no hurry to reach a quick agreement with Dam- 
ascus might even refuse to take up that demand. 


Finally, israel is already confronting him with a test of his 
reliability and forthnghtness—to wit, an im,rovement of 
the security situation in south Lebanon. It is hard to see 
how al-Asad’s support of the rejectionist front can be 
reconciled with shutting down its activities in south Leb- 
anon. It is good that Israel is finally forcing him to choose 
between the two. 


PLO, Hamas ‘Good-Cop, Bad-Cop’ Tactics Viewed 
944A0009B Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (24-Hour 
Supplement) in Hebrew 17 Oct 93 p 3 


[Commentary by Zevulun Hamar] 


[Text] They are telling us that terrorist attacks like the car 
bombs in Beyt El and the murder in Wadi Kelt are the 
handiwork of those who are trying to destroy the peace. 
This argument is false. This whole story, that there is a 
PLO that wants peace and a Hamas [Islamic Resistance 
Movement] that rejects it, is a deception. They are working 
together. They coordinated their actions in the matter of 
the expelled men and the fugitives. They coordinated the 
strikes together. They will also be partners in carrying the 
agreement out and dividing up the spoils. 


The State of Israel, by reaching out to the “moderate PLO” 
in order to stop the “extremist Hamas” is participating in 
an exercise in fraud. For they are dividing up the work: 
these will be the moderates, and those the extremists; these 
will be the good, and those the bad; these will negotiate 
with us, and those will shoot at us. The agreement with the 
PLO will make it possible for Hamas, once the IDF [Israel 
Defense Forces] has left the field, to carry on the murder 
campaign in greater security to themselves. 


And now, we have a new story. One more lie to add to the 
others. We are now being told the good news, that there is 
a good Hamas that will go to the elections under 
autonomy, and a bad Hamas that will not go, and that, 
therefore, as long as we have not signed an agreement with 
all the factors, including the rejectionist front and Hamas, 
to halt terror, there will be a danger to Israel in an 
agreement with the PLO alone, and there will also be, at 
least by implication, legitimacy in terror. 


It is no wonder that in an atmosphere like this, the PLO is 
asking: “if they are going to free all security prisoners, then 
why are they still looking for fugitives? 
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The agreement can lead to two separate paths. It depends 
on those who signed it and on their objectives. Therefore, 
it is vital that the government get the approval of the 
Knesset. Let it be decided now: no Palestinian state, no 
Jerusalem as joint capital, and no right of return. And a yes 
to building up security and stamping out icrror, and to 
ensuring the safety and welfare of the settlements. Because 
this is the red line of our survival and future in the Land. 


If the Labor movement still wants to fulfil its historical 
mission, it must keep to these principles. This is the 
minimum needed to ensure the survival and security of the 
State of Israel. 


And though the debate on the agreement is joined, we must 
not create a situation of a verbal open-season. It is very 
painful to hear the prime minister saying things like: “The 
murder in Wadi Kelt serves the extremists on both sides.” 
Even if he did not mean it that way, the very comparison 
between the ideological and political opposition to the agree- 
ment in Israel, and the murderous terror of Hamas, is 
shocking. The statement that the closure prevented the 
booby-trapped car from exploding inside the Green Line, is 
also very serious. Even if he did not mean it that way, it 
sounds as though he is saying that the lives of people on one 
side of the line are worth less than the lives of those on the 
other. 


They must stop saying things like this, for by doing so they 
are tearing Out the last delicate threads that are still holding 
Our nation together. 


Amnon Shahagq’s Political Aspirations Discussed 
944A0009F Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (Weekend 
Supplement) in Hebrew 22 Oct 93 p 6 


[Article by Arye Qizal] 


[Text] A few months ago, Major General Amnon Shahaq 
said: “Thank God I am not the one who will be choosing the 
next chief of staff. I hope the choice will a practical one. 
When asked whether he saw himself going up to the next 
floor soon, to the chief of staff's office, he answered with 
characteristic cynicism: “I go up there now, several times a 
week.” 


These visits up there are alternating, right now, with his 
trips to Taba as head of the delegation to the talks with the 
Palestinians. In the estimation of many in the IDF [Israel 
Defense Forces] and the political leadership—he will come 
back from there, sooner or later, straight into the chief of 
staff's post. The other competitors will have to try for the 
deputy’s post, or wait for the next round. 


Rabin’s freezing the round of appointments to the general 
staff—against the advice of Chief of Staff Ehud Barak—has 
just about closed the vacancy for the chief of staff's post, and 
“tailored” it to the measurements of Amnon Shahaq. 


When Rabin returned from Cairo after the meeting with 
‘Arafat, Ehud Barak wanted to appoint the chief of the 
planning branch, Maj. Gen. ‘Uzi Dayan, as chairman of 
the commission to the talks at Taba. He presented Dayan 
as the general most available and most suitable for the 
assignment. According to one person close to him, Barak 
wanted a young (“junior,”’ as this person puts it) general in 
this role, not somebody who is already filling a critical role. 
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Barak's plan was: Dayan would run down to the talks and 
report to Barak, who would report to Rabin. That way, the 
chief of staff would continue to enjoy a central role in the 
decisionmaking crossroads in the months to come. 


Amnon Shahaq, 49 years old, sat quietly and waited. Gos- 
sipers tried to incite a war of the generals between him and 
Barak; they talked about how Barak was cutting him out of 
the process. Outwardly, those close to Barak presented 
Dayan as the natural candidate. ““Shahaq is deputy chief of 
staff, a busy man, headquarters chief,” they said, “he cannot 
possibly dedicate himself with sufficient intensity to these 
talks, which are going to demand unlimited time.” 


Rabin thought differently. The rumor-mongers in the 
general staff, who have been trying for years to tag Shahaq 
with the image of “the Prince of the Leftist Mafia” in the 
IDF, claimed this time that Shimon Shabas, director 
general of the prime minister’s office, had put together a 
massive lobby for him. But in the prime minister's office, 
they said this week: “For Rabin, there has only been one 
name on the agenda from the first—Shahaq. He did not 
need Shabas to make that decision.” 


From the moment Rabin initiated the meeting with ’Ara- 
fat, they said this week in the Defense Ministry in Tel 
Aviv, it was clear to him that the IDF, as the ones who 
would be carrying out the decisions, should be the ones to 
represent Israel at the talks. And if it was to be the 
IDF—then it should be Shahaq. Rabin is not interested in 
having middlemen between him and the generai who will 
be sitting opposite Nabil Sha’th. He needs a veteran, 
experienced, general, who will know to skip over hurdles 
and finish the talks with a clear agreement: with maps, and 
a definite timetable, and a detailed plan of action. 


A general serving on the general staff said this week: 
“Amnon Shahaq has never run aiter any post. This is his 
way Of life. Because he does not compete, he also would not 
have been hurt if they had not offered him Taba. But from 
the moment they appointed him, he stormed ahead with the 
mission, and will do everything needed to succeed. He is the 
right man in the right place, even if his commander is not 
happy with the new map that has been created.” 


There were smiles this week in the general staff when the 
news was reported—in all that day’s papers—that the chief 
of staff had called the military negotiating team together, 
when it returned from Taba, listened to their reports, and 
given “orders on how to proceed.” 


In order to soften the blow to Barak’s pride, the chief of 
staff's office tried to get the new round of IDF appoint- 
ments “speeded up.” The suggestion was to free Shahaq 
from the job of deputy chief of staff, which he had already 
been in for three years, and thus “get the cork out of the 
bottle.” Rabin was not enthusiastic. “This is a stormy 
period, a time of negotiations,” he said, “It is not the time 
for shakeups at the top.” All the more so since two 
generals, "Amiram Levin (who was on trial), and Uri 
Shagai (who had been reprimanded), were not yet cleared 
of the Tsalim B. incident. 


The decision to freeze the round of appointments has 
today’s generals stuck in their present posts. The main 
winner is ’Amiram Levin. If he is cleared—and that will 
take time—he will probably get a senior appointme.... The 
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losers are Uri Shagai, Matan Vilnai, and Yitzhak Morde- 
khai. And the winner, with a capital “W,” is, of course, 
Ammon Shahaq—every day near Rabin brings him closer 
to becoming chief of staff. 


Shahagq went to Taba, this week too, in civilian clothes. He, 
who avoids the media, who shuns publicity—had to face 
dozens of cameramen and hundreds of reporters. Shahaq 
may hate the media, but he knows well how to use it: he 
supplied the cameramen with countless smiles, and even 
arranged to have a photo taken of himself and Sha’th 
sitting on a wooden bench choking in their suits in the 
terrible heat, not far from the German women tourists 
sunning themselves on the beach. 


A general serving on the general staff said this week: 
“There will be no battle of the generals between Amnon 
and Ehud. They are very d ferent, but also very alike, and 
neither will allow that to —ppen. For the last three years, 
Shahaq has been very respectful to Barak: He cleared the 
way for him to become chief of staff, and at staff meetings 
worked with correctness and loyalty. There is neither love 
nor hate between them. Relations are correct. I do not 
remember one time when either of them was disrespectful 
of the other.” 


Amnon Shahaq’s process of advancement has been nat- 
ural. He has always been considered an outstanding 
officer, the favorite child of the system that has shot iim to 
the top. His naturally successful characteristics catapulted 
him from post to post. Staying away from politicians and 
the media has done him no harm; it has just helped to keep 
his image clean. He is very proud, by the way, that he has 
achieved what he has without “reporters in his court.” 


His military record includes command of the parachutist 
brigade, command of two armored divisions, general of the 
central command, and chief of the intelligence division. 
He is the only man in Israel to wear two decorations for 
bravery on his chest. He received the first after the 
Kar’ama action in June, 1968, when his forces ran into 
murderous fire near the Damiya bridge. Shahaq got the 
wounded out, rescued soldiers, and calmly commanded his 
forces. The second, he received in recognition of his 
conduct during the IDF’s raid on the Democratic Front 
buildings in Beirut in April, 1973. 


A former IDF general: “Amnon did not work hard. It came 
to him naturally. He is a born leader. He knows how to 
distinguish between what is vital and what is secondary— 
he does not waste time on nonsense. He was only leaped 
ahead once—today it apparently could not happen—when 
Chief of Staff Moshe Levi, who thought a lot of him, 
advanced him from division commander to general of the 
central command.” 


Today, Levi is one of Shahaq’s close friends. Others close 
to him are former Shin Bet (General Security Service) 
member Yosi Ginosar; Maj. Gen. (Res.) Amos Yaron, the 
present General Security Service chief; and Police Chief 
Rafi Peled. He has been friends with Maj. Gen. Yitzhak 
Mordehai since their parachutist days. 


Knesset member Ran Cohen, a member of the Knesset 
Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee: “Shahagq is astute 
and intelligent. He is not one of those who sit on their 
behinds and eat their hearts out. With him, decisions are 
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made quickly, and in spiritual peace. | was under him 
when he was a division commander. He used to listen to 
everyone, knew how to decide quickly, and shined, both in 
ideas and actions. 


Senior posts let him use his abilities to the fullest. He is 
clearly the most qualified person, with his military exper- 
tise and his broad way of thinking, to represent us there in 
Taba, and bring back good results. All the talk about how 
military men are supposedly taking over things that should 
be in the hands of the politicians—is a lot of nonsense. 


The gossip about Shahaq—especially about him being a 
Leftist—is fed by his closed personality, his concise and 
laconic way of speaking, and even by his marriage to 
journalist Tali Zelinger of DAVAR. In June, 1988, after 
the intifadah broke out, he said in a lecture that “the PLO 
is the sole leadership in the territories.” Shamir, then 
prime minister, gnashed his teeth, but backed him up. 
Rabin said then that “an intelligence division chief who 
danced to the flute of those above him, would be worthy of 
being dismissed.” 


The same thing happened when Shahaq was quoted, after a 
briefing he had given foreign reporters, as saying that 
“withdrawal from the Golan will not make Israel feel 
insecure.” Rabin called him in, demanded an explanation. 
accepted the protocol—and published an announcement 
at that “I have complete trust in the deputy chief of 
staff.” 


According to foreign publications, there has been only one 
post that Shahaq wanted, but did not get. As these publi- 
cations tell it, when Nahum Admoni’s retirement as chief 
of the Mosad was coming up, Shahaq was offered the post. 
The idea charmed him, but he asked that they wait until 
after the elections. Shamir did not wait, and appointed 
someone from “inside the system.” 


These last three years as deputy chief of staff have whetted 
his appetite. “Outwardly,” says a senior officer who knows 
Shahaq well, “he plays the tough egg, who shows no 
interest, and does not fight. But really—this man is not 
going to let anyone get there ahead of him.” 


Businessmen View Opportunities in Territories 


Economic ‘Occupation’ Rejected 
94AA0006A Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (Financial 
Supplement) in Hebrew 11 Oct 93 p 6 


[Article by Hagar Enosh: ““We Must Not Shift to Economic 
Occupation” } 


[Text] “We must not replace the military occupation of the 
territories with an economic one,” says Binyamin Yas’ur, 
head of the peace team set up by the Histadrut [General 
Federation of Labor] in advance of the practical negotia- 
tions for the transfer of authorities in the territories. 
Yas’ur, 57, a member of Kibbutz Magen; a veteran econ- 
omist, and one of the leaders of MAPAM [Unnited 
Worker’s Party], is the Histadrut representative on the 
special ministerial committee, headed by Minister of 
Labor Ora Namir, for Israeli employment policy in the era 
of self-rule. The committee is meeting today and tomorrow 
for comprehensive discussions aimed at consolidating 
practical decisions. 


NEAR EAST 13 


[Enosh] You define yourself as “team leader’’; you do not 
report to the branch chiefs but directly to the general 
secretary, Haim Haberfeld. That means that you have 
accepted a very senior assignment, does it not? 


[Yas’ur] It says mainly that Haim Haberfeld attaches 
supreme importance to deploying for the peace era, and 
wants to be actively involved. The general secretary feels 
that peace will be the Histadrut’s main concern over the 
next few years because it will require an entirely new set of 
attitudes from us. 


{Enosh] Such as? 


[Yas‘ur] First of all, we have to understand that we are not 
moving toward a new kind of control over the lives of the 
Palestinians, their economy, and their property. The mil- 
itary occupation is over, and we must not think that we can 
replace it with economic occupation. Israel can advise 
people on how to steer the Palestinian economy, but she 
cannot force anything on them. If the Palestinians decide 
to develop an economy integrated with ours, that is their 
privilege. If they decide to develop a national economy 
separate from us, that, too, is their right. 


[Enosh] And we do not understand that? 


[Yas’ur] It is a fact that we do not. | will give you an 
example: we think that we can immediately civilianize the 
process of transfer of authority. It simply cannot be that 
the same bodies that managed the territories on the basis 
of a military occupation will be able to determine what will 
be transferred and how. The very concept of a territorial 
activities coordinator belongs to the period that is over. 
We have to open an entirely new page. 


[Enosh] If we relinquish control, how will we be able to 
guarantee Israel’s vital interests? 


[Yas’ur] Israel’s vital interest is peace. Beyond that, we are 
not yet at the answer stage. We are still asking the questions. 
Right now we have to sit down and decide what the proper 
questions are, because otherwise we will give wrong answers. 


But there are those who have already answered everything. 
Even before the agreement of principles with the PLO was 
printed, we had people, even very senior people, starting to 
plan for what I call ‘the civilian occupation.’ That is, how 
Israelis can derive maximum economic benefit from the 
fact that suddenly they will have access to new markets— 
both for the sale of goods and services and for the impor- 
tation of workers. And we have not yet asked what they 
want to do with their lives. Perhaps they will decide, as we 
decided in 1948, to set up—quickly and at any cost—a 
national economy, entirely separate from the Israeli 
economy? 


[Enosh] Will the Histadrut oppose granting a general work 
permit to Palestinians within the Green Line? 


[Yas’ur] We will recommend that they be viewed as foreign 
workers with preferred status. As for any foreign worker, 
their entry will be permitted in accordance with the 
employment situation in Israel. The Histadrut will 
demand, of course, that their salaries and accompanying 
conditions be equivalent to what is customary in Israel, in 
order to protect Israeli workers, as well. 
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[Enosh] We have already been in this film: Over the years 
the government has collected insurance monies from the 
territorial workers but has not given them the benefits. 
Israel financed the civil administration with their money. 
What will happen with the collection in the future? 


[Yas’ur] Well, this is one of the issues for which we have to 
come up with the right question. The Histadrut recom- 
mends that this be discussed seriously. One might claim, 
for example, that it is a matter of basic fairness to find a 
way to transfer those funds to social insurance bodies that 
will be set up in the territories. How they will be set up is 
not clear. What is certain is that it is not we who will have 
to administer them. 


Yas’ur believes that Israel has two “unfinished pieces of 
business” from past accounts and that both of them must 
now be dealt with immediately. The first issue affects 
Israelis alone—the fate of 600 state workers who were 
employed in the territories as staff officers for civilian 
issues. The Histadrut demands that these workers be 
absorbed into jobs in their mother offices. The second 
issue is the matter of territorial workers who lost their 
workplace as a result of the shutdown. The overwhelming 
majority of Israeli employers have claimed “‘it is not we 
who did the firing” and have refused to pay termination 
benefits to thousands of these people. The Histadrut 
demands, Yas’ur says, that these workers be declared fired 
and that they receive the benefits provided for by Israeli 
labor laws. 


[Enosh] The employers will not like that. 


[Yas’ur] True, But this is a question that we Israelis will 
have to settle among ourselves. The workers must be given 
the money thai is due them. 


Aid Dependent on Israeli Development 
94AA0006B Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (Financial 
Supplement) in Hebrew 11 Oct 93 p 6 


[Article by Hadar Horesh: “Zanber: Aid to the Territories 
Must Be Conditioned on Contracts With Israeli 
Companies”’] 


[Text] Israel must condition the transfer of aid monies for 
the territories on contracts with Israeli firms. So says the 
chairman of Bank Le’umi, Moshe Zanber, in a conversa- 
tion with YEDI'OT AHARONOT. 


‘“‘Many private businesses will be set up on the basis of the 
investments in the territories, and it is very important that 
Israeli firms be involved in this process,” says Zanber. 
“Just as a transition period was established in the agree- 
ments in the political sphere, a transition period must be 
established in the economic agreements in the territories.” 


According to Zanber’s proposal, the investments would be 
made during the transition period, and avenues for coop- 
eration would be set up. “Israel must demand that the 
transfer of monetary support from the countries of the 
world be conditioned on cooperation with Israel and with 
Israeli firms. The Palestinians must recognize that the aid 
is transferred to them on condition that they keep the deal 
and by virtue of the Israeli agreement.” 


In Zanber’s view, Israeli-Palestinian cooperation will also 
cause the walls of the Arab boycott to crumble: “The Arab 
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states will not be able to continue the boycott if the 
Palestinians end the boycott that exists today on Israeli 
products in the territories. 


‘IT support the obligation that Israel accepted to participate 
in the economic aid to the territories, but I find it hard to 
understand why we do not announce our intention to give 
that aid in the form of goods and services. That method is 
common throughout the world, and here, too, the Euro- 
peans are demanding that their aid to the territories be 
conditioned on the provision of labor and bids to Euro- 
pean firms. The Americans assist us On condition that the 
goods we purchase with their financing be transferred on 
American ships exclusively.” According to Zanber, we 
must demand, on bids for projects in the territories, that 
Israeli companies that submit bids equivalent to the lowest 
prices realized on the bid have first choice on the projects. 


An example of a joint economic project is the need to 
establish a power station in Gaza: “Israel can demand, for 
example, that the power station serve not only Gaza but 
also areas in Israel. A larger power station would be more 
efficient, and the electricity generated would be cheaper. 
Both Israeli and Palestinian workers could find employ- 
ment in such a joint project.” 


In connection with reports of possible cooperation 
between Bank Le’umi and businessmen in Morocco and 
Tunis, Zanber said that there are, as yet, no concrete deals, 
and that the talks that were conducted did not get beyond 
the stage of getting acquainted. 


High-Grade Oil Deposits Found Near Gan Yavne 
944A0009A Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT (Financial 
Supplement) in Hebrew 18 Oct 93 p 1 


[Article by Hadar Horesh] 


[Text] The quality of the oil discovered at the Ratzav 
partnership’s oil drilling operation at Gan Yavne is much 
higher than that of any oil found until now in Israel. The 
quality of the oil reaches as high as 65 1.P.1. [expansion not 
given] units (measure of quality)}—as opposed to 60 units in 
the oil discovered in the Halatz field in the past. The oil was 
discovered last week, and drawn out mixed with salt water. 


First tests showed the proportion of oil in the water as just 
10 percent. But in tests made at the end of the week, the 
proportion of oil reached 40 percent. Over the coming 
months there will be additional tests at the discovery site, 
to see whether production will be worthwhile. The inten- 
sity of the well’s flow is estimated as likely to start at two 
barrels of oil a day, and stabilize at an average rate of 250 
to 300 barrels a day. 


Factors close to the drilling say that the quality of the oil 
drawn so far is very good, but the exact proportion, and 
whether commercial production will be feasible, will not 
become clear until after more tests have ben made. Among 
other things, the drillers are considering erecting an oil 
pump at the top of the present drilling site, and doing 
additional drilling close by. 
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The public may subscribe to either hardcover or 
microfiche versions of the DAILY REPORTs and JPRS 
publications through NTIS at the above address or by 
calling (703) 487-4630. Subscription rates will be 





provided by NTIS upon request. Subscriptions are 
available outside the United States from NTIS or 
appointed foreign dealers. New subscribers should 
expect a 30-day delay in receipt of the first issue. 


U.S. Government offices may obtain subscrip- 
tions to the DAILY REPORTs or JPRS publications 
(hardcover or microfiche) at no charge through their 
sponsoring organizations. For additional information 
or assistance, cal! FBIS, (202) 338-6735,or write 
to P.O. Box 2604, Washington, D.C. 20013. 
Department of Defense consumers are required to 
submit requests through appropriate command val- 
idation channels to DIA, RTS-2C, Washington, D.C. 
20301. (Telephone: (202) 373-3771, Autovon: 
243-3771.) 


Back issues or single copies of the DAILY 
REPORTs and JPRS publications are not available. 
Both the DAILY REPORTs and the JPRS publications 
are on file for public reference at the Library of 
Congress and at many Federal Depository Libraries. 
Reference copies may also be seen at many public 
and university libraries throughout the United 
States. 
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